
Dear Parents and Guardians,

I hope this message finds you having a wonderful summer. We wanted to inform you of an
important update to the Berlin Middle High School Code of Conduct for the upcoming
2024-2025 school year. After careful consideration and discussion, we have updated the cell
phone and electronic device policy for students in grades 6-12.

New Policy Details:
Beginning this school year, all cell phones and electronic devices will be prohibited during
school hours from 7:20 AM to 2:07 PM. Each student must store their cell phone and/or
electronic device in their assigned locker. To ensure the safety of their belongings, every student
is provided with a locker and a lock. Please review the updated BMHS cell phone and electronic
device policy by clicking on the link below.

● Updated BMHS Cell Phone and Electronic Devices Policy

Rationale and Benefits:
Many school districts across the state have adopted similar policies, recognizing the challenges
and distractions that cell phones and electronic devices can bring during school hours. Our
primary goal is to create a focused and safe learning environment for all students. By limiting
access to these devices during the school day, we aim to:

1. Reduce Distractions:
● Cell phones can be a significant distraction in the classroom, impacting both teaching and

learning. The updated policy will help minimize interruptions and encourage students to
engage more fully in their academic activities.

2. Enhance Social Interaction:
● Without the constant presence of electronic devices, students are more likely to engage in

face-to-face interactions, fostering better communication skills and stronger relationships
with peers.

3. Improve Focus and Productivity:
● By removing the temptation to check devices, students can better concentrate on their

studies and participate in class discussions.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_TplsDQ7wFjN1Ad7HbNfpep75wzUj1B6sxpeMAWVP_4/edit?usp=sharing


4. Promote a Safe Environment:
● The policy helps prevent issues such as cyberbullying and unauthorized recordings,

contributing to a safer school environment for all.

Community Involvement and Transparency:
We understand that change can be challenging, and we are committed to being transparent and
communicative throughout this process. To ensure that all community members have the
opportunity to voice their opinions and ask questions, we will be hosting Town Hall meetings at
various locations, including the Berlin Middle High School auditorium. These meetings will
include a short presentation by me and Mrs. Reynolds, followed by a Q&A session.

Meeting Schedule:
● Petersburg Public Library: Tuesday, August 6th, beginning at 3:30 p.m.
● Berlin Middle High School Auditorium: Wednesday, August 7th, beginning at 6:30 p.m.
● Grafton Community Library: Monday, August 12th, beginning at 1:00 p.m.
● Berlin Free Town Library: Tuesday, August 13th, beginning at 4:00 p.m.
● Stephentown Memorial Library: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 4:00 pm

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the Petersburg Public Library, Grafton
Community Library, Berlin Free Town Library, and Stephentown Memorial Library
for graciously hosting our Town Hall meetings. Your support and partnership are greatly
appreciated as we work together to engage with our community.

We encourage all community members to attend these meetings. Your feedback is valuable, and
we want to ensure that everyone's voice is heard.

Please feel reassured that our decision to update this policy was made with the wellbeing of our
students as our top priority. We believe this change will enhance their educational experience and
help them develop important life skills.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at
dbernsley@berlincentral.org or (518) 658-1500 x1005.

Thank you for your understanding and support as we implement this updated policy. We strive to
ensure that all children are successful, and we believe this change will help create a better
learning environment for everyone.

Warm regards,

David S. Bernsley
David S. Bernsley
Principal
Berlin Middle High School

mailto:dbernsley@berlincentral.org

