
College Credit Courses: 
Berlin High School



Why go to college at all? “Show me the moneyyyyy!” 



Let’s start with the basics...what do we mean by 
“college credits?”

In order to get a college degree or certificate from any program, college, university or 

institution, there are a certain amount of credits that you must earn. Some degrees are 

30 credits, some are 70 credits, some are 120 credits, and everywhere in between. It all 

depends on what path you choose. Once you fulfill (pass) those credits, you get your 

degree. 

Each college course that you take is a certain amount of credits. Some courses are 1 

credit, some are 2, 3, or 4 credits. 

(This is similar to high school. You need to pass 22.5 credits to get your BHS Diploma to graduate)



Example: 
An Associate’s Degree 
(A.A.S) in Business 
Administration from 
HVCC. 

Once you successfully pass those 62 
credits of courses, you earned your 
degree! Congrats!



What college-credit courses are offered at BHS? 
★ Mrs. Colbert 

○ HVCC Survey of Art History I

○ HVCC Survey of Art History II 

★ Ms. Day

○ HVCC Spanish 4 

○ HVCC Spanish 5

★ Mrs. Wetmore

○ HVCC CAD 100 

○ HVCC Digital Electronics 

○ Siena Introduction Computer Science

★ Mr. Cornell

○ HVCC Pre-Calculus 

○ HVCC Calculus 

★ Ms. DeCelle: AP Studio Art: 

2D-Design

★ Mr. Covell: AP Psychology

★ Mr. Mellor: AP Chemistry

★ Mrs. Lamontagne: AP English

★ Mr. Christian: Siena Physics

That’s 14 courses! 

3+ full-time semesters of college!



“Why are taking 
college-credit courses 

beneficial to me? 
I’m still in High School.” 



Reason #1: 
$$$$$$$



It’s significantly cheaper for HVCC courses! 
1 HVCC College-Credit 
Course at Berlin HS 

1 Course at HVCC as a college student 
after graduation

Cost of  
Courses

$195 ($65 a credit hour for 3 credits) $495 ($165 a credit hour for 3 credits)

Buying Books $0 (Textbooks provided) $75 - 150 (Textbook cost)

Gas money to 
get to class

$0 (You can ride the big yellow school 
bus!)

$375 ($25 a week to commute to HVCC for 
15+ weeks)

TOTAL $195 $1,020! Ouch. 

BUT...through scholarships we offer at BHS, that $195 could be paid for! 



It’s even cheaper for AP classes! 
1 AP Course at 
Berlin HS 

1  SUNY Albany Course as a 
college student after graduation

Cost of  
Courses

$85 (the AP Exam fee)
*Students on free & reduced 
lunch can receive a reduced rate

$1,032.51 ($270 per credit hour for 
3 credits plus fees)

Buying 
Books

$0 (Textbooks provided) $50 - 150 (Textbook cost for that 
one course)

How to get 
to class?

$0 (You can ride the big yellow 
school bus!)

$375 ($25 a week to commute for 
15+ weeks) or $6471 for Room, 
Board & Meals to live on campus. 

TOTAL $85 or less
$1,557.51 to commute! 

OR
$7,653.51 to live on campus!

Ouch. 



And courses at Siena too! 
Siena Physics at 
Berlin HS 

Siena Physics at Siena College as 
a college student after 
graduation

Cost of  
Course

$250 $6,822.54 ($2019.18 per credit 
hour for 3 credits plus fees, lab fees)

Buying 
Books

$0 (Textbooks & lab materials 
provided) 

$50 - 150 (Textbook cost for that 
one course)

How to get 
to class?

$0 (You can ride the big yellow 
school bus!)

$375 ($25 a week to commute for 
15+ weeks) or $14,105 for Room, 
Board & Meals to live on campus. 

TOTAL $250 $7347.54 to commute! 
OR

$21,077.54 to live on campus!
Ouch. 



Just to drive the $ point home...

Cost of ALL 15 college 

courses at Berlin:

Cost of the same 15 

college courses at their 

respective institutions:

$2,236 $23,777.58

*That’s not even living on campus



Reason #2: 
Get some future courses out of the 
way that you’ll have to do anyway



WHY should I take these courses?
I don’t want to be an Artist/Engineer/Spanish 

Teacher/Mathematician/Scientist/Psychologist... 

Most, if  not all, college programs require a 
certain amount of  General Education or 
Liberal Education credits to earn your 
degree, regardless of  what that degree is. 
Why not get some done ahead of  time for cheap? 



ALL SUNY Institutions

“You must earn 30 

credits in at least 7 of 

the following SUNY- 

GER areas…” 

That’s approximately 10 

courses. 





For example:
Want to earn a Criminal Justice Degree from HVCC? 
Look at what non-criminal-justice courses you still have to 
take: 

These 

ones are 

offered at 

Berlin!



WHY is it worth taking something for HVCC credit? 

I don’t want to go there for college. 

HVCC is what’s called a “sister school” with all the SUNY 

universities and other community colleges where your credits 

will transfer. HVCC has 350 transfer agreements (meaning your 

credits will transfer) with over 350 other college institutions, such as 

the College of Saint Rose in Albany.

Therefore, earning HVCC credits is NOT a waste of time even if you don’t want to 

attend HVCC after graduation. 



Reason #3: 
Practice makes perfect. 



Taking college-courses in the High School is great 
practice for taking future courses that have higher 
college-level expectations. 

It helps you to transition slowly into college because your 
high school teachers are more available and willing to help 
guide you than most college professors. 

It’s a good way to ease into life as a college student. 



Examples of how it’s a helpful transition: 
College at BHS College on a College Campus

Often given graphic organizers and charts to organize large 
projects and/or papers. 

You’re on your own to organize yourself. 

Often given some class time to complete assignments, 
homework, rough drafts of papers and projects. 

You’re on your own to time manage your own free time to 
get work done. 

Often given in-progress deadlines for large assignments or final 
exams to help you break down each piece. 

You’re given the directions for the large 
assignment/final/project and the due date at the beginning 
of the semester.  It’s up to you to break the work down over 
those few months yourself. 

Given easier-to-understand lectures and instruction on the 
material in various ways that enhance learning. 

You are expected to learn the majority of the material 
through the textbook readings before your professor 
presents it to you. “Readings - lecture - memorize - test - 
repeat”- style. 



Sound intimidating? Nah, you can do it! 
Just think about all of the positive 

benefits taking these courses in HS 

will have: 

● Cheaper costs

● Completing some General Education 

Requirements 

● Getting more help and guidance 

● Preparing you for the future!



See your Guidance Counselor to 
enroll in a course!

If you have questions about the courses themselves, talk to 
the Teacher/Professor that teaches them back on Slide #5


