
 

Dear BES Families,  

 

Please know that we must maintain confidentiality 

when it comes to all student information. This means 

that we can only share information with parents or 

legal guardians. If you would like teachers to speak 

with someone other than you as the parent or legal 

guardian, we must have this in writing. Thank you for 

your cooperation.  

 

I am pleased to share that BES will once again have 

the opportunity to attend the MS Dramateers’ 

performance of Aladdin Jr. Our entire school will be 

attending this special performance on Monday, 

November 19th. Permission slips have been sent home, 

please return as soon as possible.  

 

Sincerely,  

Tracy Kent  

 

 

PRE-K NEWS  

Winter will be here soon and Mrs. Jenkins in Pre-K is 
collecting gallon-sized water jugs in order to construct a 
large igloo in the classroom during the month of 
January.  Her classroom made an igloo two years ago 
and it took over 250 plastic milk jugs to construct.  We 
really need the community’s help in order to collect 
enough milk jugs for this project.  If you can help, please 
bring them to room 107 (right across from the hallway 
mural with the plastic caps).  Thank you so much for 
your support. 

  
Mrs. Erin Jenkins ☺ 
Pre-K Teacher 
 
Fifth Grade Students to Perform in 

All-County Chorus 
On Thursday, November 1st and Saturday, 

November 3rd, two of our fifth graders will perform 
at the RCSMA All-County Music Festival at Berlin 
Middle/High School.  Kelli Gryn and Norah 
Smerdon will rehearse on Thursday evening and all 
day Saturday with other fifth and sixth grade 
singers from all over Rensselaer county. Their 
performance will take place on Saturday afternoon 
at 1:30.  They will perform four beautiful pieces. 
Congratulations girls! 
 

Science Scene 

Second grade scientists have been learning 
about states of matter.  They've observed solids 
changing to liquids and liquids changing to a gas.  
They also have been working on separating 
mixtures using a variety of methods; such as 
physically separating, using filters and dissolving 
and evaporating. 

Third grade scientists have been learning 
about motion and design.  They have been using 
K'Nex to build a car that will move forward at least 
100 cm by using different forces; such as gravity, 
elastic energy and wind energy. 

Fourth grade scientists have been learning 
how water affects land by using a model and 
observing how different soil types react when there 
is a gentle rain vs a storm, water from a single 
source vs multiple sources and how people affect 
land and water by trying to save a village from a 
flood. 

Fifth grade scientists have been learning 
about ecosystems by building a terrarium and one 
class also built small aquariums.  They observed 
how plants and animals interact in each 
ecosystem.  Students also 
used pbslearningmedia.org ecosystem games in 
which they had to have different ecosystems 
survive and thrive for twelve days. 

 

               Band News! 
            From Miss Keem 
 
Our 4th and 5th grade Instrumental Music students 

have been making great progress on their instruments!  4th 
grade students and new 5th grade students should know 
3-5 letter notes at this point, and be playing songs such as 
Take 5, 3-Note Samba, Jingle Bells, and Good King 
Wenceslas.  5th grade students on their second year of 
study should be up on lesson pages 22-28 and playing 
songs such as Kookaburra, the Can Can, Bach's Minuet in 
G, Anvil Chorus, Beethoven's Ode to Joy, and Hail the 
Conquering Hero.  Both Bands are starting to prepare 
winter-themed music for our upcoming Winter Pajama Day 
Event (more information as the event gets closer). 

 
 
 
Please help your child set aside 20 minutes for 5 

days each week to practice (for a total of at least 100 

http://pbslearningmedia.org/


minutes per week), and help check and sign their practice 
logs. Miss Keem checks practice logs every week for 
completion and parent/guardian signature, and then writes 
back with each child's lesson grade on a 1-4 scale and any 
comments/tips.  Consistent, daily practice is ESSENTIAL to 
musical growth: It develops and solidifies the reading 
memory, muscle memory, and all of the brain/body 
connections that your child needs to play his/her 
chosen instrument.  The more your child practices, the 
easier and more natural it gets, and the songs all sound 
better!   

 
Special congratulations go out to those students 

who have completed Milestone Songs and earned 
different levels of "jewel" stickers this past month!  
Congratulations, and keep up the great work! 

 
5th grade musicians who are in their second year 

of playing are invited to join Parade Band!  Invitation letters 
have gone out to all eligible 5th graders, and our first event 
is playing in Stephentown Memorial Park on Veterans Day.  
Miss Keem hopes you will consider joining us for this 
wonderful event! 

 
Keep up the great work, instrumentalists!  
 

 

News from Helping Hands 
 
The October Food drive was a huge success.  We 

collected over 130 items for our B.E.S. Food Pantry.  Thank 
you to all of those who brought something in.  If you are 
interested in donating, we collect all year.  A collection box 
will be placed outside the main office.  All donations are 
greatly appreciated. 

 
If you feel you and your family are in need of help, 

please contact Ms. Hansen (dhansen@berlincentral.org).  
We are always willing to lend a helping hand to you and 
your family.   

 
 

Counselor’s Corner 
 
Now that it is November, I wanted to 

give a brief update on the social/emotional 

lessons that have been happening in our 

classrooms here at BES.  I have had the 

privilege of getting into all of the classrooms and 

meeting all of your wonderful children.  It has 

been so encouraging to see them engage in 

learning about topics such as feelings, managing 

strong emotions, self-control, friendship skills 

and conflict resolution.  I encourage you to ask 

your child or children about these lessons and 

what they are learning.  Many of the skills they 

are learning are things that can and should be 

practiced outside of school!  Several classes 

have had letters home including information 

about what specific information is being taught 

and how to discuss it at home. 
 
In addition, I have started sending home 

permission forms home for students who may 

benefit from smaller group instruction around 

specific topics.  If you receive a permission form 

at home and have any questions about why or the 

material that will be covered, please do not 

hesitate to give me a call.  Many of the groups 

happen during lunch time and students typically 

enjoy being able to interact and learn in a fun, 

small group environment.   
 
I wish you all a very happy and healthy 

November and a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ryan Steller 
 

 
 

November Events 
5  BES PTO Meeting @ 6:30 

6  Professional Development 

Day 

No School for Students  

7  Student Ambassador 

Meeting 

3:15-4:30 

8,15,29  Drama Club 3:15-4:30 

9  15 minute early release day  

12  No School – Veteran’s Day  

19  BES trip to see Aladdin Jr. 

@ the MS/HS – Busses will 

leave BES at 9:15 AM 

20  4th
 Grade Trip to NYS 

Museum  

Board of Education 

Meeting@ 7:15 

21  Crazy Hat/Hair Day  

 

22-23  Thanksgiving Recess  

 

 


